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AN ACT RELATI\
T

.E TO THE POLLUTION OF RIVERS, STREAMS AND

PO:NDS USED AS SOURCES OF \V.A.TER SUPPLY. 

Be it enacted, &c., as follozvs: 

SECTION 1. No person or persons, or corporation public 
or private, shall discbttrge clirectly, or cause to be dis
charged directly, l1uma11 excre1nent i11to any pond in this 
Commonwealth used as a sot1rce of ,vater supply by a11y 
cit;· or town tl1erein, 01· upon vvhose bank.:; any filter basi11 
so used is situated, or into any river or stream so used or 
upon whose bank such filter Lasin is sit11ated within 
twenty miles above the point where st1cl1 supply is taken, 
or into any feeders of such panel, river or strea1n within 
such twent}· miles. 

SECTION 2. No person or persons, or corporation public 
or private, shall discharge or cause to be discharged into 
any pond in this Commonwealth usecl as a source of water 
supply by any city or town therein, or upon whose banks 
any :filter basi11 so used is situatecl, or into any river or 
stream so used or upon ,vhose ba11ks such filter basin is 
situated, witl1in twenty miles above the point where such 
supply is taken, or into any feeders of such pond, river or 
stream within such twenty miles, any sewag·e, drainage, 
refuse or polluting matter of such quality a11d amount 
as either ·by itself, or i11 connection with other matter 
shall corrupt or impair the quality of tl1e ,vater for 
domestic use, or render it deleterious to l1ealtb. 

SECTION 3. The prol1ibitions containecl in the two 
previous sections shall not be co11struecl to destroy or 
impair rights already acquired by legislative grants, or to 
destroy or impair prescriptive rig·hts of drainage or dis
charge, to the extent to ,vl1ich they lawfully exist at the 
date of the passage of this act; and nothing in this act 
co11tained shall be construed to autl1orize the pollution of 
an3· waters i11 this Commonwealth, in any n1anner now 
contrary to law. 

Tl1is act sl1all not be applicable to the :Thlerrimac or 
Connectict1t Rivers, nor to so m11ch of the Coucord River 
as lies within the limits of the city of Lowell. 
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Source: “An Act Relative to the Pollution of Rivers” (Act of 26 Apr. 1878, ch 183, Mass. 
Acts & Resolves 133-135)





1878. -CHAPTERS 184, 185. 

SECTION 7. 
da�· of J t1l3· in 
eigl1t. 

TlJis act 
tl1e year 

sl1all ta,ke effect t1pon the first 
eigl1teen hunclrecl ancl seve11ty

ApJJroved A]Jril 26, 1878. 
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To take effect 
July 1, 1878. 
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