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Never before in our history have Americans been called upon to face three grave threats to our

very existence, any one of which could destroy us. We face a disintegrating economy, a

weakened defense and an energy policy based on the sharing of scarcity.

The major issue of this campaign is the direct political, personal and moral responsibility of

Democratic party leadership-in the White House and in Congress-for this unprecedented

calamity which has befallen us. They tell us they have done the most that humanly could be

done. They say that the United States has had its day in the sun; that our nation has passed its

zenith. They expect you to tell your children that the American people no longer have the will to

cope with their problems; that the future will be one of sacrifice and few opportunities.

My fellow citizens I utterly reject that view. The American people, the most generous on earth,

who created the highest standard of living, are not going to accept the notion that we can only

make a better world for others by moving backwards ourselves. … I will not stand by and watch

this great country destroy itself under mediocre leadership that drifts from one crisis to the next,

eroding our national will and purpose. We have come together here because the American

people deserve better from those to whom they entrust our nation’s highest offices, and we

stand united in our resolve to do something about it.

…

Those who preside over the worst energy shortage in our history tell us to use less, so that we

will run out of oil, gasoline and natural gas a little more slowly. Conservation is desirable, of



course, for we must not waste energy. But conservation is not the sole answer to our energy

needs.

America must get to work producing more energy. The Republican program for solving

economic problems is based on growth and productivity. Large amounts of oil and natural gas

lay beneath our land and off our shores, untouched because the present Administration seems

to believe the American people would rather see more regulation, taxes and controls than more

energy.

Coal offers great potential. So does nuclear energy produced under rigorous safety standards. It

could supply electricity for thousands of industries and millions of jobs and homes. It must not

be thwarted by a tiny minority opposed to economic growth which often finds friendly ears in

regulatory agencies for its obstructionist campaigns.

Make no mistake. We will not permit the safety of our people or our environmental heritage to be

jeopardized, but we are going to reaffirm that the economic prosperity of our people is a

fundamental part of our environment.

Our problems are both acute and chronic, yet all we hear from those in positions of leadership

are the same tired proposals for more government tinkering, more meddling and more control all

of which led us to this state in the first place.

Can anyone look at the record of this Administration and say “Well done”? Can anyone compare

the state of our economy when the Carter Administration took office with where we are today

and say, “Keep up the good work”? Can anyone look at our reduced standing in the world today

and say, “Let’s have four more years of this”?


